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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 
566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA 02062 
 

PLANNING BOARD MINUTES, NOVEMBER 7, 2011 
 
Present:   Thomas J. Wynne, Chairman 
    Ernie Paciorkowski, Vice-Chairman 
    E. William Bamber, Clerk 
    Marco J. Brancato 
    Stephen M. Costello, Town Planner 
    Claire Murphy, Admin Asst 
 
Absent:   Paul J.  Donohue 
 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Norwood Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Wynne, 
Chairman, in room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to approve the minutes of October 24, 2011, seconded 
by Mr. Paciorkowski 
VOTE  4-0  motion passed 
 
 
MINOR SITE PLAN REVIEW – 629-637 Washington Street 
 
Present:    Luigi Sellitto, owner 
 
Mr. Luigi explained that he is in the process of rehabbing the building façade at 629-637 
Washington Street. Mr. Sellitto presented a profile of the project along with a sample of 
the stone veneer he will be using. The stone veneer will be in neutral colors and they will 
be installing all new frames for the windows. 
 
Mr. Bamber asked about the lighting. Mr. Sellitto said the lights would be concealed 
underneath the façade.  
 
Mr. Brancato asked if they were approving signage or just the renovation. Mr. Costello 
noted that four of signs comply except for the sign for Blossom Nails. Mr. Sellitto said 
the Blossom Nails wants to use the same sign but make it smaller.  
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MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to send a letter to Blossom Nails regarding the signage, 
and that any changes will need the approval of the Planning Board, seconded by Mr. 
Brancato 
VOTE  4-0  motion passed 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Minor Site Plan Review for 629-
637 Washington Street, seconded by Mr. Bamber 
VOTE  4-0 motion passed 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – SPECIAL PERMIT AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL, Sunoco 
Gas Station and Convenience Mart, 515 Providence Highway   
 
Present:  Atty. Paul Schneiders, representing Sunoco 
   Michael Grendar, Bergmann Assoc 
   Greg Ursprung, Bergmann Assoc 
   Eric Redding, Bergmann Assoc 
   N Vozzella, 413B Neponset St 
   C Cravin, 431C Neponset St 
   Joseph Robicheau, 17 Hazelwood Dr 
 
Mr. Wynne, Chairman, opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. Bamber, Clerk, read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record 
on October 20, 2011 and October 27, 2011. 
 
Atty. Schneiders began the presentation by giving an overview of the project. The project 
is located at 515 Providence Highway.  Sunoco proposes to raze the existing building and 
shed and replace them with a new service station and convenience mart. Other 
modifications include new sidewalks, curbing, lighting, landscaping, signage 
underground tanks, utilities and storm water improvements.  
 
Atty. Schneider went over the Special Permit requests for parking, signage and 
landscaping.  
 
Mr. Redding presented photos of the existing site and talked about the new convenience 
store, canopy, driveway improvements to the entrances and repaving. Mr. Redding said 
that traffic would be similar to what it is now with the exception of the closing of one of 
the entrances drives to improve traffic flow onto the site. Truck traffic would come into 
the site from Route One. Mr. Redding said they are proposing new landscaping along the 
street frontage for the entire project. They are proposing three oak trees along Neponset 
Street to block the view from the apartment complex to the site. Mr. Redding talked 
about their proposal for six signs, two on the building, four canopy signs and standing 
sign out front. The building signs would be internally lit and the letters of the canopy 
signs would be internally lit. The standing sign will have LED lighting for the price 
panel.  
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There will be four area lights on site, as well as lighting under the canopy and goose neck 
lighting along the front sidewalk. There will also be a wall pack at the back of the 
building for security lighting. They are proposing LED lighting for all lighting on the 
sight. Mr. Redding brought an example of how the LED lighting compares to standard 
lighting. Mr. Redding also talked about receiving a letter from the DPW/Town Engineer, 
Mark Ryan and they will revise the plans accordingly. 
 
Mr. Bamber noted that this is an improvement over what is currently there. Mr. Bamber 
said that because of the enlargement of the store area, this will attract more traffic and he 
feels the landscaping is an improvement also.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski led the discussion on the location of the signs and he was concerned 
about the lighting affecting the neighbors. Mr. Paciorkowski asked if there would be any 
fencing and was told no.  Mr. Paciorkowski asked about the height of the pylon sign. Mr. 
Redding said 18 ½ ft. Mr. Paciorkowski wanted to know what the buffer was on Route 
One and Mr. Redding said approx. 10 or 12 ft.  
 
Mr. Brancato was concerned about the LED lighting being really bright in a confined 
area. There was a discussion on the amount of foot candles from the canopy and the light 
poles.   
 
Mr. Wynne wanted to know what the backside of the building would look like (color etc). 
Mr. Redding said the back would be a concrete color.  
 
Mr. Costello explained that this proposal will have to go before the ZBA and the BOS. 
Mr. Costello was concerned that the lighting was bright. Mr. Costello said that he has 
asked on numerous occasions for evidence that this is a standard, for fire safety or 
security. He has not received anything to tell him that much light is needed. Mr. Costello 
would like to see the lighting brought down by a third. 
 
Mr. Ursprung showed some information he had from the Illuminating Engineering 
Society regarding the lighting levels under the canopy. This information identifies 
various zones for lighting levels and they feel this area falls under the Level 3 Zone 
which would be for moderate high lighting levels, typically commercial, high intensity 
suburban, commercial areas, Town centers, and mixed use areas.. Mr. Costello went 
down to the next zone which is Level 2 Zone and said that this would be recommended 
for light commercial districts, high density or mixed use districts and Mr. Costello 
considers this area to be a Level 2 Zone. 
 
Mr. Brancato noted that 98 LED watts equals approx 150 halogen watts and Sunoco is 
requesting 101 LED watts which would equal 170 halogen watts.  
 
Mr. Bamber said that the Board has been cutting down on the lighting on Route One, 
including Boch, Clay Chevrolet and recently Cadillac Village.  
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Mr. Wynne, Chairman, asked if anyone from the Public had any questions. 
 
Ms. Craven, 451C Neponset Street was concerned with the oak trees because they drop 
their leaves and would not be much of a buffer for the nearby residential area. Ms. 
Craven asked if they would consider fencing. Mr. Redding was concerned with blocking 
the view of cars coming from Neponset St. to get onto Route One.  
 
Mr. Costello stated that there were no buffer requirements, this is not a zone that requires 
buffers but they are required to provide landscaping along the street frontage. The Board 
can consider adding a fence if they choose to do so. Discussion ensued. 
 
The Board discussed adding a fence on Neponset Street from the building to the curb cut, 
adding more landscaping on Neponset Street and removing the sidewalk to allow for 
more landscaping.  Mr. Costello will talk to Mark Ryan DPW Director/Town Engineer 
about this.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to continue the Public Hearing for the Sunoco Gas 
Station and Convenience Mart until November 21, 2011 @ 7:15 P.M., seconded by Mr. 
Brancato 
VOTE 4-0  motion passed 
 
 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 
Talbot Farm Road Subdivision 
 
Mr. Costello told the Board that the paving has not been completed at the Talbot Farm 
Road Subdivision and asked the Board to authorize him to direct the Needham 
Cooperative Bank to send a check to the Town in the amount of $48,000. Mr. Costello 
will deposit this check, meet with the Board of Selectmen for approval to spend this 
money and have Mr. Ryan complete the paving with his contractor.  
 
Mr. Paciorkowski abstained from any discussion because of a conflict of interest.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to authorize Mr. Costello to direct the Needham 
Cooperative Bank to send a check to the Town for $48,000 for the purpose of paving 
Talbot Farm Road Subdivision, seconded by Mr. Brancato 
VOTE  3-0-1 motion passed 
 
 
 
 
  



 5 

Monkey Sports 
 
The Board discussed sending a letter to Monkey Sports regarding the temporary sign. Nor 
action or vote was taken. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Bamber to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Brancato 
VOTE  4-0  motion passed 
 
 
 
 
 


